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UKHO Maritime, Baselines, Limits, 
Zones and Boundaries

• History of publishing maritime baselines, limits and boundaries

• Current approaches for publication

• Developing ideas for publishing maritime baselines for 

navigational and non-navigational users



Publication requirements

United National Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

Article 16:  Territorial Sea  1.  … baselines, … or the limits, and the lines of 

delimitation, … shall be shown on charts of a scale or scales adequate for 

ascertaining their position.  Alternatively, a list of geographical coordinates of points, 

specifying geodetic datum, may be substituted.

2.  The coastal State shall give due publicity to such charts or lists of geographical 

coordinates and shall deposit a copy of each such chart or list with the Secretary-

General of the United Nations.

Article 75: Exclusive Economic Zone

Article 84: Continental Shelf
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Admiralty Marine Data Portal

• To give people easy and timely access to marine location-

based information from seabed to surface to help them with 

sustainable marine decision making.

• An organised gateway to our non-navigation data and 

services.





Where we are now

• New legislation and treaties in modern data geographic terms 

(horizontal datums and definitions of line geometry).

• UK, overseas territories and crown dependencies navigational 

charts with baselines, limits and boundaries

• Marine Data Portal with annual update of shape files and 

illustrations

• Still geographically weak legislation and treaties which will not 

necessarily be updated in quick order, and demand from legacy 

systems.

• Engagement with standards, data provision, user needs





Comments?

Questions?

Discussion?



Technical Law of the Sea:  Contacts

Law of the Sea 

United Kingdom Hydrographic Office

Admiralty Way

Taunton

Somerset TA1 2DN

+44 (0)1823 483 129

+44 (0) 776 623 2023

LOS@ukho.gov.uk

RLI:  ukho-loso

mailto:LOS@ukho.gov.uk

