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Disclaimer

• Although I have acted as a consultant for Timor-
Leste since 2002 these views are all my own.

• All maps are in the public domain – see the PCA 
website for transcripts of the public statements 
with presentation graphics.

• Other material from CIL publication.

• Conciliation proceedings confidential.
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https://pca-cpa.org/en/cases/132/



Indonesia/Australia

1972 Seabed Treaty

(Timor Sea)
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https://pca-cpa.org/en/cases/132/
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Greater Sunrise 
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https://pca-cpa.org/en/cases/132/



Portuguese withdrawal, 
Indonesian occupation



Australia/Indonesia

Timor Gap Treaty 1989

(Zone of Cooperation)

Area A

Area B
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1989

https://pca-cpa.org/en/cases/132/



Australia/Indonesia

EEZ Treaty 1997

(not in force)

Area A

Area B
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1997

https://pca-cpa.org/en/cases/132/



Timorese Referendum (1999), Independence (2002)



International Unitisation

Agreement (2003)

[split 20:80]
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Timor Sea Treaty (2002)

2003

https://pca-cpa.org/en/cases/132/



Certain Maritime Arrangements 

in the Timor Sea - CMATS (2006)
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Water column 

jurisdiction boundary

Greater Sunrise

split 50:50

2006

https://pca-cpa.org/en/cases/132/



https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2019/aug/10/witness-k-and-the-outrageous-spy-scandal-that-failed-to-shame-australia

10 August 2019



March 2016: 10,000 Timorese outside the Australian Embassy in Dili protesting against 
the Australian Government’s refusal to negotiate maritime boundaries 





Timor-Leste-Australia 
Conciliation: 
Commission and both 
delegations in the Peace 
Palace, The Hague
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Construction 

lines
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Median line

https://pca-cpa.org/en/cases/132/
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Median line

https://pca-cpa.org/en/cases/132/



https://pca-cpa.org/en/cases/132/



[Audley-Charles, 2011]



[Audley-Charles, 2011]



[Audley-Charles, 2011]





2018
Timor-Leste – Australia

Final Agreement (2019)



Timor-Leste – Australia

Final Agreement (2019)



Timor-Leste-Australia Conciliation:
Signing ceremony 
UN Headquarters, New York, 
6 March 2019
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https://www.crikey.com.au/2019/09/02/timor-leste-australia-border/

Ratified on 30 March 2019 
on the 20th anniversary of the 
independence referendum
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