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Disclaimer

•This presentation only represents the 
author’s own viewpoint ,not China or 
SCUFN.
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Introduction about SCUFN
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Undersea feature names refer to the naming of special

seabed topography and physiognomy after scientific

discrimination and confirmation. It is an indispensable

geographical element for coastal countries in the process

of ocean mapping and surveying. The standardization and

systematization of undersea feature names can avoid the

problem of multiple names for one place and multiple

locations for one name in the seabed, and provide concise

tool and reference frame for people to identify, describe

and manage the oceans.



• The setting up of SCUFN arose from the need for a uniform 
policy for the handling of geographical names and the 
standardisation of undersea feature names. This was done in 
order to achieve consistent naming on bathymetric maps and 
nautical charts.

All names selected by SCUFN are contained in the IHO-IOC 
GEBCO  Gazetteer of Undersea Feature Names, IHO 
publication B-8.



•Next Meeting

• SCUFN-33 - Buenos Aires, Argentina (9-13 November 2020)

•Past Meeting

• SCUFN-32 - Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (5-9 August 2019)

• SCUFN-31 - Wellington, New Zealand (23-27 October 2018)

• SCUFN-30 - Genoa, Italy (2 - 6 October 2017)

• SCUFN-29 - Boulder, Colorado, USA (19-23 September 2016)

• SCUFN-28 - Niteroi, Brazil (12-16 October 2015)

• SCUFN-27 - IHB, Monaco (16-20 June 2014)

• SCUFN-26 - Tokyo, Japan (23-27 September 2013)



Standards and rules of SCUFN

•GEBCO sub-committee on undersea feature 
names(SCUFN) terms of reference and rules of 
procedure







Standardization of undersea feature names 
(Edition 4.1.0)

• English/ Chinese version is available in 2013.
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Undersea feature name proposal

• English/French/Spanish version

• Since SCUFN 30 (Oct. 2017), printed and/or digital versions of 
proposal forms must be submitted no later than two months prior 
to a SCUFN Meeting

• International concern for naming undersea features is limited to 
those features entirely or mainly (more than 50%) outside the 
external limits of the territorial sea, not exceeding 12 nautical miles 
from the baselines, in agreement with the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea.

• The Sub-Committee will not consider undersea feature name 
proposals that are politically sensitive.





GEBCO Gazetteer

Until 2018, there are 3,943  undersea feature 
names in the GEBCO Gazetteer
In 2019, 159 undersea feature name proposals 
have been accepted by SCUFN





• Relatively speaking, China starts the work of
undersea feature names later, just began in 2011.

• In recent years, the work of undersea feature
names in China have developed very quickly, and
as of 2019, 148 Chinese undersea feature name
proposals have been accepted by SCUFN and 116
included in the GEBCO Gazetteer(updated until
2018).



• For quantitative terms, the undersea feature name
proposals show an increasing trend from 7 in 2011
to 79 in 2018.

Proposal No. submitted by China and accepted by SCUFN from 2011-2019

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Proposal

No. 

Submitted 

by China

5 15 10 19 20 50 41 79 35

Proposals

No. 

Accepted 

by SCUFN

Revised to 

7 and 

accepted 

by SCUFN

12 10 14 13 16 32 12 32



Chinese undersea feature name proposals in GEBCO Gazetteer

For the sea

area, the

undersea

feature

names range

from the

Pacific ocean,

Atlantic

ocean to

Indian Ocean.



• For the way of submitting, it is achieved from the submission of
domestic institutions to specialized agencies, respectively
submitted by the China Committee Undersea Feature Names
(CCUFN).

• In addition, China has established a system of naming rules
embodying the Chinese traditional culture. The naming system is
based on the Book of Odes (Shijing , a collection of odes and poems
created from the 11th to the 6th century B.C. in ancient China) and
supplemented by Chinese historical names. The Ballads, the Dynastic
Hymn and the Sacrificial Songs in the Book of Odes correspond to the
undersea feature names in Atlantic Ocean, the Pacific Ocean and the
Indian Ocean, respectively.



Standard in China about geographical names

• Geographical names-Signs(GB 17733-2008)

• Rules for classification of geographical names and code 
representation(GB/T 18521-2001)

• Regulation on Geographical names

• Transformation guide lines of geographical names from foreign languages 
into Chinese(GB/T 17693.1-1999)

• Nomenclature of undersea feature names(GB 29432-2012)

• And so on ……





Regulation on Geographical names



Specific terms  for undersea feature names in 
China
According to the Regulation on Geographical names, the Natural
topography of Land, administrative divisions on naming tradition
and so on in China, the choice for specific terms of undersea
feature names should meet the following principles.

Legality. The specific terms should be in accordance with the
Chinese laws. There should be no terms that undermine the
reunification of the motherland, sovereignty and territorial
integrity, division of the motherland, ethnic discrimination, etc.
There should not have the words such as incitement and
encouragement of crime.



Standardization. The specific terms should meet the
requirements of the Regulation on Geographical names. Use
the standardized words. Avoid the use of uncommon words and
homophone.

Uniqueness. The specific terms should be unique, avoid one
specific term is used in multiple undersea feature names. If this
appears in historical records and in daily use, generally the first
undersea feature that used the name is retained. Meanwhile,
the same undersea feature should not have more than one
name. If not so, the earliest used name is accurate to avoid
confusion.



Social identity. Pay attention to the specific terms for their healthy
meanings, well-known and easy to remember.

Cultural inheritance. Specific terms should be able to accurately reflect
China's historical and cultural traditions and human information. It
should have strong Chinese characteristics. Don’t use foreign names or
place names.

Directivity. Specific terms for Chinese undersea feature names should
have directivity. The specific terms should be related to the
characteristics of the undersea feature. Understanding the specific
elements of the undersea feature by the specific term.



The books about undersea feature names

Chinese Gazetteer of Undersea Features on the international 
Seabed (2016)

Chinese Gazetteer of Undersea Features on the international 
Seabed (2017)

The Theory and Technical Method of Undersea Feature Names

And so on ……





China Undersea Feature Nomenclature 
Network
•Chinese

http://www.ccufn.org.cn/

English

http://www.ccufn.org.cn/web/placename/index.vie
w

http://www.ccufn.org.cn/
http://www.ccufn.org.cn/web/placename/index.view






The work of undersea feature names for China has become an
important part of the national marine management system,
which has practical significance.

 The publication and use of undersea feature names have
realized the cognition and description of the seabed
topography in relevant area. It is beneficial to the compilation
of all kinds of marine maps and the development of marine
scientific research.

 The acquisition of geographic information related to undersea
feature names requires a large number of marine science and
research work as support. As an opportunity, it is helpful to
improve the level of marine science and research in China.



 By participating in the international undersea feature names,
we can show the results of China's marine investigation to the
international community, realize the exchange and sharing of
relevant information, and strengthen the international
exchange of scientific investigation and exploration in the
marine field.

 Active participation in the work of undersea feature names is
helpful to grasp the new trend of international ocean affairs
rules, to shape national image and publicize the national
culture externally.





• A large number of Chinese undersea feature name
proposals are adopted, not only reflecting the strength
promotion of China's marine research and the importance
attached by the State to the ocean, but also showing
China's positive contribution to the international undersea
feature names.

• In the future, China will further grasp and apply the
guidelines, principles and rules of the SCUFN, strengthen
the investigation of the topography in seabed, make full
use of the survey data available, actively participate in
SCUFN international cooperation, and strive for the
adoption of more undersea feature name proposals, make
greater contributions to international maritime affairs.



Thanks for
your attention！


